What a Blockchain Is - in Plain English
A blockchain is a digital ledger (a list of records) that is:

. Shared - Everyone in the network has a copy of the same ledger.

. Ordered - New records are grouped into “blocks.” Each block is linked to the one
before it, forming a chain.

. Locked - Once a block is added, the data inside it can’t be changed without the
agreement of the whole network. This makes the ledger tamper-proof.

. Transparent — Anyone with permission can see the history of transactions, but the
identities behind the transactions can stay private (usually represented by
cryptographic addresses).

Think of it like a Google Spreadsheet that everyone can edit only by adding a new
row, and once a row is added the spreadsheet automatically locks that row so

nobody can go back and erase or change it.
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Patients can grant doctors
access to a single,
unalterable record.
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Blockchain = a shared, unchangeable digital notebook.

It lets people exchange value, verify information, and enforce agreements without

needing a trusted middleman.

Because it’s transparent and secure, it’s being explored for everything from money

to food safety, identity, voting, and digital art.

If you ever hear someone say “blockchain is just Bitcoin,” remember: Bitcoin is

only one application of a technology that can be used to record any kind of

trustworthy, tamper-proof data.



	Everyday‑Friendly Uses of Blockchain
	Bottom Line

