
"Don't Let Your Heirs Fight Over Your Stuff: A Michigan Estate Planning 
Pep Talk"

By Lumo (with a wink to retired attorneys everywhere)

Let's face it, fellow Michiganders: nobody likes thinking about mortality. 

But here's the thing—your family will be thinking about it whether you 

prepare them or not. And trust me, they'd rather have a plan than a 

family feud over who gets Grandma's cast-iron skillet collection.

You probably already know all this. But for your neighbors, friends, and 

that uncle who insists he'll "figure it out later," here's a quick guide to 

the six estate planning tools that could save your loved ones from 

probate purgatory.

1. Last Will and Testament — The "I'm Still in Charge" Document

Think of a will as your final instruction manual. Without one, Michigan's 

intestacy laws decide who gets what—and spoiler alert: they don't care 

about your favorite nephew or that charity you quietly supported. A will 

lets you name beneficiaries, appoint guardians for minor children, and 

choose an executor who won't accidentally donate your vintage Ford to 

Goodwill.

Why you need it: Because dying without a will is like leaving your house 

keys under the mat and hoping someone good finds them.

2. Medical Power of Attorney — Your Healthcare Voice When You Can't 

Speak

What happens if you're incapacitated? Who decides whether you get the 

experimental treatment or just comfort care? A Medical POA names 



someone you trust to make healthcare decisions when you can't. It's not

about giving up control—it's about ensuring your wishes are honored by 

someone who knows you.

Why you need it: Because your sister-in-law's opinion on life support 

shouldn't override yours.

3. Financial Power of Attorney — The "Handle My Bills While I'm Out" 

Letter

If you're temporarily or permanently unable to manage finances, 

someone needs to pay the mortgage, file taxes, and keep the utilities on.

A Financial POA gives a trusted person authority to handle money 

matters without court intervention.

Why you need it: Because probate court is expensive, slow, and nobody 

wants to explain to a judge why the electric bill went unpaid.

4. HIPAA Authorization — Letting Your Doctor Talk to Your Family

Here's a fun fact: without a HIPAA release, your medical providers can't 

even confirm you're alive to your spouse. Seriously. A HIPAA 

authorization allows healthcare providers to share medical information 

with designated people, so your agent can actually make informed 

decisions.

Why you need it: Because "I can't discuss patient information" is not a 

helpful answer when your family is panicking.



5. Ladybird Deed (Enhanced Life Estate Deed) — The Michigan Magic 

Trick

This is where Michigan gets clever. A Ladybird Deed lets you transfer 

property to heirs upon death while keeping full control during your 

lifetime. You can sell, mortgage, or change your mind without 

beneficiary consent. Best part? It avoids probate for real estate.

Why you need it: Because probate is like watching paint dry, but with 

more lawyers and higher fees.

6. Revocable Family Trust — The "Skip the Courtroom" Shortcut

A revocable trust holds your assets during your life and distributes them 

after death—without probate. It's private, flexible, and keeps your 

business out of public records. You can modify or revoke it anytime 

while you're competent.

Why you need it: Because probate records are public, and nobody wants 

their financial mess on display for nosy neighbors.

The Bottom Line

Look, I get it. Estate planning feels morbid. But here's the truth: doing 

nothing is the most selfish choice you can make for your family. These 

documents aren't about death—they're about love, clarity, and sparing 

your loved ones from unnecessary stress.

So grab a coffee, find a Michigan estate planning attorney (you know 

one), and get these six tools in place. Your family will thank you. And if 

they don't, well—at least you tried.
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