
• A successor trustee takes control at death or 
incapacity.

• They must follow the trust terms and act for 
beneficiaries.

• Recordkeeping, asset protection, and distributions 
are central duties.

A successor trustee manages and distributes trust assets 
under the grantor’s written instructions, typically after death 
or incapacity; at death, a revocable trust generally becomes 
irrevocable . They must act as a fiduciary, safeguard and 
separately hold assets, keep transaction records, make 
prudent investment decisions, communicate with 
beneficiaries, file required reports or tax documents, and 
make distributions required by the trust
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